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Back to the Basics (Meditation on Scripture; Prayer): Stewardship 

Successful Stewardship in Four Steps:  

1. Understand what stewardship is 

Stewardship is the use of God-given resources for the 

accomplishment of God-given goals (Ron Blue).  

What’s the first thing that comes into your mind when you hear the 

word stewardship? Giving money to the church? That’s maybe okay 

as long as it’s not the only thing that comes into your mind when you 

hear the word stewardship.  

There’s a lot more to stewardship than just money. Stewardship 

begins with a basic understanding of theology. The very first thing 

we read in the Bible is that God is the Creator of all that is. That 

means that everything belongs to Him and is subject to His purposes. 

When God created mankind, He entrusted to us the responsibility to 

take care of His creation—to be stewards. 

Psalm 24:1 makes the point clearly: “The earth is the LORD's, and 

all it contains, the world, and those who dwell in it.”(cf. 1 Chron 

29:14). 

 

If you have a truly Christian worldview, you understand that… 

 

� Everything you are belongs to God (mind—develop it; your 

body—take care of it; your heart—guard it; your soul—

surrender it to God’s grace). 

� Everything you have belongs to God (your money, 

possessions, time, family, gifts, talents, abilities, 

opportunities; even your trials have been entrusted to you 

for your growth (James 1) and the testing of your faith      

(1 Peter 1).  
  

So if you are going to grasp this concept of stewardship, the first step 

is understanding that life is not just about you. And life will never be 

at its best until God Himself and His purposes are the center of our 

lives.  

Stewardship is using our time, resources, abilities and opportunities 

to serve God and accomplish His purposes.  

2. Indentify your attitude about stewardship 

 

When it comes to stewardship, there are basically 3 kinds of people: 

takers, keepers, and givers.  

 

And God will use your circumstances and other people to reveal to 

you your own attitude and your need for a change of heart. We see 

an example of this in Luke 10. Jesus is reminding us of the very heart 

of God’s law in vs. 27: “You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and 

with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” Then He 

proceeds to tell a parable to illustrate how God will use our 

circumstances along with other people to reveal whether or not our 

heart for God is truly genuine: [Luke 10:30-37]. 

 

There are 3 heart attitudes toward life in this passage:  

 

a. Takers: “What’s yours is mine and I’m going to take it.”
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The takers in this story are the thieves. Their hearts are overrun 

with greed. Their view of life is that everything is about them. 

They are so self-centered (self-enthroned) and have such a strong 

sense of entitlement that they only care about getting what they 

want regardless of what it costs other people.  
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We have these kinds of people in our own world. Not only those 

who are takers in the sense of stealing, but also those who are 

willing to rely on some kind of welfare program or charities 

when they are perfectly capable of getting up and taking 

responsibility for their own lives. They are all about what they 

can get for nothing.  

 

Many of us are quick to condemn thieves and takers. But how 

many of us are only takers when it comes to God? What 

percentage of our prayers are focused on our needs and wants? 

 

b. Keepers: “What’s mine is mine and I’m going to keep it.”
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The keepers in this story are the priest and the Levite. These are 

the religious elite. They are supposed to have God’s law written 

on their hearts, which Jesus has just summarized as loving God 

with all that you are and loving your fellow neighbor as yourself.  

But they were caught in the trap of legalism. They were more 

concerned with their reputation and religious duties than the 

critical needs of those around them. Legalism is following the 

law without the spirit of love. But James 2:8 teaches us that love 

is the only way to truly fulfill the law.  

On the surface, keepers can sound innocent: “I’m not going to 

bother anybody or hurt anybody. I’m just going to mind my own 

business.” Their idea of being a good neighbor is “I won’t bother 

you, and I hope you won’t bother me.” But they fail to realize 

that ignoring the needs of those around them is a subtle form of 

injustice.  

Picture of a Keeper: The snowplow barricades your driveway 

with 3 feet of nearly solid ice. You go out with your snow 

blower and gnaw your way through the wall of ice. When you 

get done you park your blower and close the garage door.  All is 

well—for you; but what about your neighbor who is a75 year old 
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widow trying chop her way out with a shovel? Is that noble? 

Does it reflect God’s attitude toward you?  

Keepers become hoarders. They are willing to be consumers 

without feeling the need to give anything back. Sometimes 

keepers will give just enough to attempt to appease their 

conscience but not enough to help the person who comes along 

behind them.  

In the end there’s not a lot of difference between and taker and a 

keeper. They are both obsessed with self. They are both 

controlled by greed, though to different degrees. And they both 

have insulated themselves against the blessing of God.  

c. Givers: “What’s mine is [God’s] and I’m going to give it.”
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The giver in this passage is the good Samaritan. He goes out of 

his way to help someone who he wouldn’t consider a friend. He 

is willing to inconvenience himself by walking so that this man 

could ride on his beast. He incurred personal expense so that 

man could be cared for and nursed back to health.  

 

Givers understand that everything they have has been entrusted 

to them by God. They see people’s needs not as interruptions but 

as opportunities to express God’s love. True givers are motivated 

by gratitude for God’s immense generosity and grace. Because 

they love God with all of their heart, soul, mind, and strength, 

they want to use everything they have in a way that honors God 

and supports His purposes.  

 

Here’s the bottom line: There are takers (“what’s yours is mine 

‘cause I’m entitled to it”); keepers (“what’s mine is mine and 

I’m going to keep it”); and givers (“what’s mine is God’s and 

I’m going to give it”).  And the only attitude that God will bless 

is that of the giver because it’s the only attitude that represents 

                                                           
3
 Ibid.  



the goodness of who He is. Which one describes your attitude 

toward life, God, and His church?  

� If you are a taker, people will notice and begin to 

distance themselves from you.  

� If you are a keeper no one will notice because it is so 

normal (doesn’t mean you don’t give, but it’s not the 

permeating attitude in your life—doing vs. being). 

� If you are a giver, people will notice because they are 

refreshed by your attitude of generosity with your time, 

resources, and abilities.  

Illus: don’t take as criticism (defensive) but love. …failing investment  

3. Implement Biblical teaching on stewardship 

--practical pointers straight from the Bible 
 

a. Give Intentionally 
 

� Intentional giving is deliberate giving (not impulsive or 

random). 
 

2 Cor 9:7—“Let each man give what he has decided in 

his heart to give.” In other words, make a decision about 

what you will give that is thought out and prayed 

through. But keep in mind the promise in the preceding 

verse: “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

and whoever sows generously will also reap generously” 

(2 Cor 9:6).  

 

� Intentional giving is regular & proportionate giving. 
 

In 1 Cor 16, Paul was leaning on the generosity of God’s 

people to help supply the needs of poor believers in 

Jerusalem, and his instructions are still relevant to us: 

“On the first day of every week, each one of you should 

set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, 

saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have 

to be made” (vs. 2). Their giving was to be in proportion 

to what God had supplied for them—a direct reflection 

of God’s generosity. It was also to be done regularly—

on the first day of the week. The best way to give 

generously is to give regularly.  

 

b. Give From Your Heart 
 

In 2 Cor 9:7, Paul goes on to say, “Let each man give what he 

has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

 

The point here is that our giving should be done willingly rather 

than out of obligation. The most important factor when it comes 

to giving is not our money, time, or possessions, but the attitude 

of our hearts. In other words, if our attitude is one of reluctance 

or obligation then it reveals that our hearts have lost sight of 

God’s generosity. But when our hearts are overflowing with 

gratitude for God’s grace, giving becomes an expression of joy.  

 

c. Give as unto the Lord 
 

In other words, make God the focal point of your giving even 

when the money goes to the church. Make God the focal point of 

your serving, even though your time is being given to someone 

in need.  
 

So how do you know when you are truly giving as unto the Lord 

and not just men or organizations?  
 

� You will be that cheerful giver in 2 Cor 9:7. 
 

� You will give humbly and even quietly. Jesus said, 

“when you give…do not let your left hand know what 

your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be 

done in secret. Then your heavenly Father, who sees 

what is done in secret, will reward you” (Matt 6:3-4). 

When we give as unto the Lord, we don’t need to be 

noticed by men.  



� Your giving will be an act of worship. In Acts 10 there 

is a “devout and God-fearing” man named Cornelius 

who “gave generously” and prayed continually. The 

Lord told Cornelius, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor 

have come up as a memorial offering before God.”  In 

God’s eyes this man’s giving was on an equal plane with 

his praying—it was worship. Why? Because his giving 

was the overflow of a heart centered on God.  

 

4. Enjoy the Benefits of stewardship 

a. Stewardship is an open invitation to God’s blessing (Acts 20:35). 

Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  

 

b. Stewardship sustains a healthy perspective (Col 1:16; 1 Chron 

29:14; Ps 24:1). 

The healthiest attitude we can have is a God-centered attitude 

instead of a self-centered attitude. Stewardship continually 

reminds us that we belong to God and were created for His 

purposes.  

 

c. Stewardship trains us to put God first in our lives (Prov 3:9-10). 

When we give to God out of our first fruits rather than from our 

leftovers, it is a practical way for us to honor His rightful 

leadership in our lives.  

 

d. Stewardship strengthens our faith (tithe principle). When I give 

to God out of the first part, it positions me to trust Him more 

directly with the remainder of my needs. And when I see God 

consistently meet my needs as I trust Him and honor Him with 

my giving, it strengthens my confidence in Him.  

 

e. Stewardship encourages gratitude to be more than just a 

platitude. Giving puts gratitude into action by imitating God’s 

generosity.  

 

 

f. Stewardship enhances the ministry of your own local church. 

When you practice good stewardship toward your church 

financially as well as through your time, gifts, and prayers, you 

are adding the potential of greater effectiveness.  


